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The Genres of Entering Tone in Wen County Dialect

MO Yu-ding
(College of Chinese Language and Literature , Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou Gansu 730070)

Abstract For the ancient entering tone words, there is a rule in the modern Chinese dialects, which is also an important criterion for
the division of dialect. The Wen County is classified as the Central Plains mandarin, except Bi Kou. It has two characters, the one is,
nowadays, the ancient unvoiced—initial ru—tone words and the half voiced—initial ru—tone words are spoken as the high and level tone;
the other is, nowadays, the voiced—initial ru—tone words are spoken as the rising tone. The Bi Kou dialect is classified as the south—
west mandarin. Its character is, nowadays, all of the entering tone words are spoken as the rising tone. The transition characteristics of
the Wen County can be seen from the proportion of the ancient entering tone words in the genres of Chinese dialects. There are five
dialects in this thesis: the Cheng Guan dialect, the Yu Lei dialect, the Fan Ba dialect, the Bi Kou dialect and the Zhong Miao dialect.
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