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On the Customs Attributes of Yumen Pass and the Cultural

Significance of Entering Jade Commodity
FENG Yulei
(Silk Road of Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou Gansu, 730070, China)

Abstract: The term "customs" in English at the earliest referred to a kind of local taxes and levies paid
by the merchants on ways of transporting goods. It has the natures of "money paid to bandits for passage" or of
"fees paid for passing or using" the port, or market. Later, "customs" specifically referred to the import or ex-
port taxes or duties imposed by the government. And the "Customs" was therefore the governmental organization
responsible for imposing the import and export duties and taxes. The Yumen Pass with both military and cus-
toms attributes was a key pass formally established by the Western Han Dynasty in the western border, and
played an important role in the cultural exchanges of the Silk Road. Different from many other famous historical
passes, although it had been abandoned because of war, and been moved to the interior because of closing the
border, and the address had been changed in the past dynasties, its name—the Yumen Pass was maintained all
the time, forming a special cultural phenomena and cultural landscape. The reason for this lies in the important
goods—Hetian Jade which was imported through "the Customs". The culture of jade and silk, which is related to
the origin, development and inheritance of Chinese civilization, is an important part of traditional Chinese cul-
ture. By using the "Quadruple Evidence Law" of literary anthropology, this article explores the origin and forma-
tion of the jade culture and its great influence on the culture of the Yumen Pass.
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