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Road of Jade and Silk and the Generation of Cultural Images of Yumen Pass
—Reflections on the 12th and 13th Investigations on Road of Jade and Silk
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Abstract: Culture of jade and silk, which is related to the origin, development and inheritance of Chinese civi-
lization, is an important part of traditional Chinese culture. Yumen Pass is the official establishment of the Western
Han Dynasty on the western borderland. The Pass with military and customs functions plays an important role in the
cultural exchanges of the Silk Road. Different from many other famous historical passes, although it had been aban-
doned because of war, and been moved to the interior because of closing the border, and the address had been
changed in the past dynasties, its name—the Yumen Pass has been maintained all the time, which forms a special
cultural phenomena and cultural landscape. The reason for this lies in the important goods—Hetian Jade which was
imported through “the Customs”. By combining with the 12th and 13th cultural investigations on the Road of Jade
and Silk, this article uses the Quadratic Evidence Method of literary anthropology to explore the tremendous influ-
ence of jade culture and movement of the west—to—east jade transportation on the Yumen Pass.
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