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The Pre—Zhou History
and the Origin of the Tale of Niulang and Zhinu

ZHAO Kui~fu
( Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou 730070, Gansu)

Abstract ;: The characters in the Tale of Niulang and Zhinu are the images of the ancestors of Qin tribe
and Zhou tribe respectively . They are the typical reflection of the agricultural life style from pre —historic
period to early farming society in Chinese history. The story has remarkable anti —feudalism characteris-
tics and eulogized the pursuit of love and happiness of the masses- Books from ancient times recorded the
great contributions of ancestor Zhou. who invented farming culture- Qingyang is located in the territory of
Bing in history, a place where the Zhou tribe lived on farming- The Book of Changes recorded poems de-
scribing ceremonies in honor of Shujun; ancestor of field farming- The name of "Shujun” is actually "Jun",
where "Shu" refers to seniority in the clan- As he was not the eldest son of Ancestor Zhou, he must have
elder brothers- This is in conformity with the tale that Niulang had an elder brother- Judging from the six
different versions of the story in different regions in the period of the National Republic and from early po-
ems, songss odes, stories, and plays, we realize that the tale became popular in the north and should also
come from the north-

Key words : Niulang and Zhinu; Qianniu; Shujun; ancestor of field farming; Pre™Zhou history; tale
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