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On Washington Irving’s Characterization of Females

LIU Jie',
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2. College of Foreign Languages and Literature, Northwest Normal UniversitysLanzhou 730070, China)

Abstract; Washington Irving established his reputation in American literature as a classic writer by writing

numerous fantastic short stories. He created many characters full of life and humanity. But it seems that fe-

male characters in Irving’ s short stories are quite stereotyped in one sense or another, Mrs. Winkle and

Miss Katrina are depicted as demon and angel,for example. Washington Irving’s unfair treatment to female

characters may originate in the fact that he was profoundly influenced by traditional binary oppositions as

well as his biased attitude toward females.
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