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The Content and Features and the Significance of Literary
History of Bamboo Splits in Shang and Zhou Dynasties
WANG Hao
(Literary College, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou 730070, China)

Abstract: There are many writing carriers in the ancient Chinese Shang and Zhou dynasties, such as
bamboo splits, Oracle, bronze, jade, silk, pottery and many others. The relationship among these carriers is a
kind of symbiotic form rather than the substitutable relations one after another.

Bamboo splits were the leading and the most common media at that time, which were widely used
in various fields, for example, politics, culture, religion, economy, military and daily life.And they were
recorded in many forms, including the ancient official documents, historical records, divination prayer, criminal
brochures, census register map, poetry and other books. Oracle inscriptions of Shang and Zhou dynasties is
one kind of many literary styles,and it can not fully reflect and represent the development level of the prose in

Shang Dynasty, nor as the original form of Chinese prose.
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