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Working Mechanisms and Discourse Functions of Ergativity
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Abstract: Transitivity and ergativity are the two grammatical systems available for the representation of processes.
While transitivity focuses on the extension of a process that is whether the process extends to the goal ergativity
emphasizes the causation of a process that is whether the process happens by itself or is caused by an agent. In
ergativity the object of the transitive verb can function as the subject of the intransitive verb. This feature of ergative
alternation makes it possible for language users to choose from ergative and non-ergative clauses in representing the
same process. At the textual level language users’ choice from the ergative system serves to facilitate the organization
of information on the one hand and contributes to the achievement of discourse intentions on the other hand.
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" ( ergativity) o
( Dixon 1994; Givon 1995) .

o

( Levin & Rappaport 1995; Radford 2000) -
( Langacker 1991) .
( Davidse 2002; Halliday 1994 /2004 2009 2014) .
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( Basque) ( Eskimo)

o

“©

" ( absolutive) 7 ( ergative)

ergative ergon( ) ergates( )
( agent) o
- ( ergative-absolutive) -
( nominative-accusative) o ( Silverstein 1976) :
( )
( )
(
2008) .
. ( 2007; 424) .
o Halliday( 1970: 157 - 158)
? : ?
(1) The tourist woke.
(2) The lion woke the tourist. ( Halliday 2014: 340)
(1) (2) woke;
( ) the tourist. Halliday(2014: 340) (1) (2)
( 1 ) the tourist (1) (2)
“ ” the touristo “ 7 () (2)
1
The tourist woke.
The lion woke the tourist.
(1) (2) ( 2 ) o

o Halliday( 2014)
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the tourist “ + 7. (2) the lion
“ + + 7 (1) (2) o
2
The tourist woke.
The lion woke the tourist.

the boat sailed/Mary sailed the boat the cloth tore/the nail tore the
cloth Tom’ s eyes closed/Tom closed his eyes the rice cooked/Pat cooked the rice my resolve

weakened /the news weakened my resolve. Halliday(2014: 340)

( Chaucer) o Lemmens( 1998)
( ergativization) starve

suffocate o

Davidse (1992: 133)

( Halliday 2009: 80) .

. He broke the vase.
: The man walked out.
The lion chased the tourists.

the tourists;

the lion,
( Davidse 1992: 118) .
(3) John threw the ball.
(4) John opened the door. ( Davidse 1992: 118)
(3) John “« o the ball “o7 o
“What John did with the ball was throw it” “What the ball did was
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(4) John

o

throw” o

door did was open” .

(5) The children are swimming.
(6) The news spread.
(5)

“Who is swimming them?” .

Wy
SWI1m

3 »

the door

“What John did to the door was open it” “What the

* Who’ s swimming them?
Who spread it? ( Davidse 1992: 123)
“The children are swimming”

(6)

“
spread ”

“Who spread it?”

340) . Thompson (2004: 138)

(7) Our profits increased.

( causation) ( Halliday 2014:
( analytic causative)

[ ”» @ ”»
cause make

(8) Higher sales increased our profits.

(9) Higher sales caused our profits to increase.

(7)) (8)

higher sales

(
(8)

( Thompson 2004: 138)
7)
(9)

caused

o Thompson & Ramos( 1994)

( identical ergative pairs) :

. cook break broaden enlarge

( matched ergative pairs) :

“ ”»

become

)

s kill/die keep/stay make/

o

( distant ergative pairs) :

) o

stumble swim

(

“NP, +V +NP,”
84
161
o Levin (1 1993)

“NP, +V”
44

368

( transitives/intransitives) :

: remove /disappear knock down/fall down

/ (

o

kick hit

( ergative alternation)
2009) . Sinclair ( 1990)
(2009: 369)

~ ~ o

(2017: 55)

23



o Perlmutter( 1978)

Burzio( 1986) o Haegeman ( 1994)
Radford( 1997) o
3.

( .
2010: 152) .
o Cowan ( 1995) ( discourse
principle) o
o, “NP, + V+NP,” “NP,+V”,

( Sinclair 1990: 155) .

(10) The plan raised taxes restricted credit and introduced price controls. It was supposed to last

six months but remained in effect for more than two years. Though it succeeded in slowing

inflation it also slowed growth and became increasingly unpopular. ( BNC )

(11) According to the latest figures Australia New Zealand and Sweden are at the moment in

recession. In the United States Canada and the United Kingdom the worst of the recession is

over; in West Germany and Japan growth has slowed and is slowing. ( BNC )
(10) “the plan” “ 7
o “the plan” “Though it succeeded in slowing inflation it also
slowed growth. ..” o (11)
“growth has slowed and is slowing” .
o Hopper & Thompson( 1980 1984) ( grounding)
(D Davidse( 1992)  Lemmens( 1998) : ( effective) ( Halliday ).
( middle) ( Halliday ) ( psuedo-effective) ( :The cooling system burst a pipe) o
(2016) .
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BNC
o (12) =(15) BNC o
(12) Though I had made up my mind I stopped the car and thought for a bit. Then I opened the
back door and out they went.
(13) Kee was a very unhappy old man. He was sitting in his small house looking out into the
garden. Another big lorry went past the window. He heard the sound of a car coming down the

road. The car stopped near the house and a woman got out.

(14) Kate went to the kitchen and turned on the light. She put the kettle on for a cup of coffee.

Preparing three cups she went upstairs to her mother’ s room. She opened the door slightly and

listened. All she could hear were soft snores. She shut the door gently then went to her

daughter’ s room. She opened the door and went inside.
(15) He sounded rather depressed and looked sadly into the fire. Before anyone could reply the
door opened and Mr Boldwood came in. He greeted them all and handed the letter to Gabriel.

(12) “I stopped the car’ “I opened the back door” (14) “She opened the door slightly”
“She shut the door gently” . o
(13) “The car stopped near the house” (15) “the door opened” .

(16) The young Genoese picked his way over the wreckage and gripping Nicholas arrived before

the same door as it opened again. The man who opened it was Abul Ismail the physician. ( BNC

)

(16) “it ( = the same door) opened” “The man who opened it
was Abul Ismail the physician” “Someone opened the door”
Abul Ismail . (16)

.
( event coreference)

o ( Danlos 2001) o

(17) The Air Accidents Investigation Branch of the Department of Transport yesterday announced that

it was investigating the accident at Edinburgh Airport on Thursday night when Gulzar Sattar

32 a technical supervisor of Harvie Avenue Newton Mearns died. He was killed by a

propeller when manning a ground unit. . . ( BNC )

(18) Then as Franca who was nearest was the first to see Patrick opened his eyes. They opened

for a moment then closed then opened again and gazed at Marcus’ s face. ( BNC )

(17)  “killed” “died”
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o “Gulzar Sattar...died” “He was killed by a

propeller...” o
. (18) “Patrick opened his eyes”
“They opened for a moment then closed then
opened again...” o
SENERTEREY 7 ( N 2010: 223) .
(19) o o o (
€ ))
(20) o o
( 19) “ ”» 113 » “ ”»
N (20) ‘“ » (43 / ”» o
4.
( Halliday & Hasan 1985) .
( )
o : ( agency)

o The glass broke  The glass was broken

“Who...by?” ( Halliday 2014: 349) .
( Thompson & Ramos 1994) ,
Miihlhéusler( 1996: 123)
o Goatly( 1996)
o Halliday ( 1973: 103 - 143) ( Y The
Inheritors) . « »
William Golding

o

o

(21) The bushes twisted again. Lok steadied by the tree and gazed ... The stick began to grow
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shorter at both ends. Then it shot out to full length again.

The dead tree by his ear acquired a voice.
‘Clop!”’
His ears twitched and he turned to the tree. By his face there had grown a twig. A twig that

smelt of other and of goose and of the bitter berries that Lok’ s stomach told him he must not
eat. ( William Golding The Inheriiors)
Lok o Lok
o (21) “twisted steadied grow shorter shot out
twitched grown” o Lok
Lok o
( Goatly 1996) .

o

(22) Off they went. A reddish brown steam was rising off the miles of bush off the lands the

earth. Again the sunlight darkened.

As the clotted branches lifted the weight on them lightening there was nothing but the black

spines of branches trees. No green left nothing. All morning they watched the three of

them as the brown crust thinned and broke and dissolved flying up to mass with the main

army now a brownish-red smear in the southern sky. The lands which had been filmed with

green the new tender mealie plants were stark and bare. All the trees stripped. A devastated

landscape. No green no green anywhere. ( Doris Lessing A Mild Attack of Locusts)
(22) Doris Lessing .
( reddish brown steam) ( brown crust) “rising® thinned broke dissolved”
o “the sunlight darkened’ ‘the clotted branches
lifted” “the weight on them lightening’ “All the trees stripped”

o

( N 2004: 57)
(23) Private Danny Chen was alone when he died. ( New York Times 2011 Dec. 23rd)
(24) Justice for Danny Chen killed by his fellow soldiers. — The 19-year-old private deserved
better. ( New York Daily News 2011 Dec. 22nd )

2011 ( Danny Chen) (23) (24)
o (23) « » “A
Soldier’ s Death” 0 “when he died”
@ rise  raise rise raise
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“death” o (24) K
» “killed”

o “die/kill”

o

. (2016: 66)
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