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Review and Prospects of Virtual Water Based on input — output Analysis

Ma Zhong Zhang Xiaoxia

( College of Geography and Environment Science Northwest Normal University Lanzhou 730070 Gansu)

Abstract: Researches on virtual water based on input — output model at home and abroad are generalized systematically. It
can be divided into two aspects according to the research level. One part is about virtual water trade among regions; the other is
about department water connection between industry. Tt is pointed out that 1) At present input — output analysis of virtual water
are mainly established on the basis of value input — output model the original concept of product virtual water are replaced by the
concept of industry virtual water actually. 2) Applying input — output analysis for virtual water quantification of industrial products
and service products is lacking and the differences in the virtual water study of non — agricultural products is not studied separate—
ly. Therefore the hybrid life cycle assessment( HLCA) is proposed.
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