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Family Tradition of the Yang— She Clan and the
Significance of Literary History of Shu— Xiang’s Literary Activities

ZHAO Kui-fu, TIAN Youyu
(College of Literature, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou, Gansu, 730070, PRC)

[Abstract] Shu-Xiang of the Jin State is well-known for his erudition and diction, and his literary activities
are recorded in ZuoZhuan and GuoYu. He was good at composing and quoting poems, and his poetic
activities helped to produce the classic Poetry. Shu-Xiang's view of diction is embodied in his ideas, such
as “to draw diction”, “to conform with the ritual system” and “to seek truth from facts”. His ideas are
the forerunners of Confucian literary ideas of political and educational function. Shu Xiang’s diplomatic,
political and admonition rhetoric had high ideological and literary value. The cultural and literary activities
of the senior officials in the Spring and Autumn period., represented by Shu-Xiang, were the source of the
activities of the scholars in Warring State period, and also a historical precedent for the activities of Qu
Yuan, Song Yu and other poets.
[ Key words | Shu-Xiang; the senior officials; diction; the significance of literary history
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