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A Comparative Study of Judicial Education in China, Germany and USA
Su Yixing

Abstract: In the West, the USA is the representative of case law countries, while Germany represents the civil law
countries. In terms of nature, the two legal systems have quite different orientations and features. In Germany, judicial
education focuses on academic and systematic aspects and emphasizes the development of students’ way of thinking. In this
sense, judicial education in Germany is aimed at laying a theoretical basis by means of scientific research. Such a unique
system of judicial education has cultivated generations of world famous jurisprudents and scholars. Law schools in the
USA offer a kind of vocational education for training lawyers, with emphasis on social practice and training of skills, and
have trained a large number of outstanding political leaders and lawyers, who have made great contributions to the con-
struction of legal system in the USA. Similar to those civil law countries, China adopts the system of national unified ex-
amination for judicial qualifications. Therefore, a study of the features of judicial education in Germany and the USA is of
valuable significance for the development of judicial education and for the reform of judicial system in China.

Key words: China, Germany, USA, judicial education, comparative study

Aunthors: Su Yixing, associate professor and Deputy Director of the Department of Law at the College of Politics and
Law, Northwest Normal University (Lanzhou 730070)
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