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Ancient Literati and Taohe Green Inkstone

SHI Zhong—ping
(College of Fine Arts, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou 730070, China)

Abstract: Taohe green inkstone is one of the“four famous inkstones”, however. due to its remote origin and inconvenient

transportation, those green stones were very few be possessed by literati in ancient times. Thus, compared with other fa-

mous inkstones, Tao Inkstone was not often mentioned in the written literatures by ancient literati. Even so, those few

words reflected ancient literati’s narration about Tao Inkstone’s position and its origin, their appreciation on its quality

and their records on Tao Inkstone’s collecting, gift-giving and inscribing, which provides valuable materials to construct

ancient history about Tao Inkstone.
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