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On Max Horkhaimer s Criticism of “Enlightenment Spirit”

ZHANG He-ping
( Editorial Department, Journal of Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou, Gansu, 730070, PRC)

[ Abstrac) In fact, Max Horkhaimers criticism of “enlightenment spirit” is criticism of the whole culture,
esp. philosophy. This criticism is consistent with Nietzsche s criticism, which reflects the cultural anxiety
and cultural dilemma in modern western society. His criticism advocates subjectivity, man s freedom,
happiness, and liberation so that it has high theoretical value. However, his criticism also has some
limitations.
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