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DISTINCTION IS FUSION: HISTORY OF “BORDER REGIONS”
IN THE WESTERN ACADEMIA
Cao Yabin

Abstract: As an analytical concept under modern state relations, the development of the term
"border regions" have experienced three phases, e.g. as a potential concept, formal presentation of
the concept, and popularization and deepening of the concept. The popularization and deepening of
"border regions" represents important research turn of border and frontier in Western academia,
which is critique and reflection about "state—centrism", border and frontier in the era of Globalization,
and the phenomenon of cross—border interaction and cooperation. It means theoretical reconstruction
of the traditional space concept, and the academic attention to the new power structure.

Keywords: border regions; border; frontier; state—centrism
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