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With Kindness and Humaneness
—Missionaries from the West and Medical Health System in M odern China

Shang Ji-fang
(College of Literature and History, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou, Gansu, 730070, PRC)

[ Abstract] The missionaries from the western countries in modern China, not only focused on
evangelizing Gospel, but concemned about medical and health work in northwest China. They made
devotions to establishing hospitals, training medical workers and treating illnesses, some even paid lives
for medical work. Due to this circumstance, the situation of shortage of professional medical services had
been improved and the pain of the people was eased. The western style hospitals and newly trained
medical workers, which brought new concepts to local people, were important to the medical and health
system in northwest China. There is no denying that the final purpose of the involvement in local medical
and health system was the penetration of Christianity, however, the philanthropy of Christianity and the
attempt to cure the illnesses should be praiseworthy.
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