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Menciu’s Ideal Personality A True Man

SHI Fang

Normal university institute of politics and law Lanzhou Gansu 730070

Abstract:The ideal theory of personality, “a true man” raised by Mencius as the criterion, is full of such meanings as “neither riches
nor honors can corrupt him; neither poverty nor humbleness can make him swerve from principle; and neither threats nor forces can
subdue him”,“spirit of fearlessness” and “lay down one’s life for a just cause”. It also takes the spiritual features, for example, self-
confidence and self-respect, uprightness, freeing people from oppression, the greatest and most unbending and indomitable spirit, etc;
To cultivate an ideal personality of “a true man” needs to obey such approaches as “fewer wants”, “insisting on willing of keeping air
(Yangqi)”, “strengthening the mind” , “walking in the path of virtue” and “looking deeper into oneself”.

Key words:Mencius personality a true man
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