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Form—-Function Mismatches of Alternative Questions in Web Language
Liu Ying' , Luo Kun’

(1. School of Chinese language and literature , Liaoning Normal University, Dalian, Liaoning 116031, China ;

2. College of International Cultural Exchanges, Northwest Normal University , Lanzhou, Gansu 730070, China)
Key words: Language Special Zone; alternative question; form; function; mismatch
Abstract: [t is generally agreed that there is compatibility relation, oppositeness relation and difference relation in alternative
questions with haishi(i£7&) in Mandarin. But in alternative questions in the web language the alternative items are exactly the
same. Alternative questions in the web language perform not interrogative function but declarative function, imperative function
and exclamatory function, giving rise to form— function mismatches. Three factors can be viewed as contributing to the
innovation: characteristics of alternative question, haishi as a counter—expectation marker and avoiding verbal impoliteness.

Alternative questions in web language can have innovation in Language Special Zone, but there is a limit to it.
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Abstract: The new form VVV; in netspeak has huge differences from VVV, and VV which are pretty common in Putonghua.
This paper assumes that it is a kind of morphological reduplication rather than a pragmatic phenomenon because VVV,’s se-
mantics and syntactic distribution do match those features of reduplication in typological linguistics. The new VVV is an icon-
ic function of V semantically, has no sentence—type restriction, and shows a dis—transitive feature syntactically. VVV,’s emer-
gence has great theoretical implications for the reduplication system of Modern Chinese. It not only instantiates the gap of lexi-

cal category reduplication in Putonghua but also makes the verb reduplication system of Chinese much more complete.
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