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A Study on Compound Text Features and Implications
in Cai Wei: Old Tales Retold

MA Shi-nian' ZHAO Xiao—ia’
(1. College of Chinese Language and Literature Northwest Normal University Lanzhou 730070 China;
2. School of Education Northwest Normal University Lanzhou 730070 China)

Abstract: Cai Wei by Lu Xun displays the compound text features in the structure. On the one hand the repe—
tition of history and legend composes the background of interpretation and bright line about the culture in the no—
vel. On the other hand the new narrative focus on the “eating” quandary composes a secret line that melts and
subverts the bright line. While the past studies of Cai Wei pay more attention to the content implications about
“results”  they seldom touch upon the compound text features exploring “causes” of the novel. Therefore this
paper from the perspective of narrative analyzes the process of deconstruction and reconstruction of the classics
by means of text and further discusses the deep implications of the novel reflected by the compound text.
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